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ALL PASD STUDENTS WILL GRADUATE PREPARED FOR LIFE-LONG LEARNING.

This issue includes highlights from our recent graduation ceremonies for Port Angeles High School and Lincoln High School, as well as high points from the 2018-19 school year.  With another class graduated, we are already hard at work preparing for the next school year!  But it is always important to take a moment and look back on the school year just completed.
The time has passed quickly.  It seems like I just arrived in Port Angeles, but it has nearly been a full year.  Our District weathered many challenges this year, but we have also experienced tremendous growth and there is much to be excited about.
The graduation rate at Port Angeles High School continues to improve, and we are really excited about that.  For the Class of 2018, the graduation rate for four-year cohorts was 88.8%.  Over the last � ve years, PAHS has experienced better than a 7% increase in the four-year graduation rate.  Our aim remains to help all students to graduate but we are very proud of our recent 88.8%.

We are thrilled to take a step forward in addressing capital and facilities needs by consolidating two administrative buildings into one. By moving administrative and support sta�  to the Lincoln Center and selling the Central Services Building, we gain capital dollars and also reduce administrative costs.
In the Lincoln Center we have ideal opportunity to move forward in establishing and strengthening community partnerships that ultimately bene� t our school families.
We appreciate the support of our community as we move forward with our facilities campaign.
 Marty Brewer, Superintendent

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Port Angeles High School’s Class of 2019 held its commencement ceremony on 
Friday, June 14.  From left: Rian Olsen, Andrew St. George, Kyler Tourbin and Om 
Kataria in the processional at Civic Field. Photos by Patsene Dashiell/PASD

The Tassel is Worth the Hassle

PAHS senior Daniel Basden delivers a speech to his classmates during Commencement.  
Congressman Derek Kilmer, a PAHS graduate himself, (seated on stage, second from 
left),  attended as a special guest and also addressed the graduates.

View slide shows of PAHS and LHS graduation ceremonies on the District’s website at www.portangelesschools.org.

Excerpts from a Commencement Speech 
by Daniel Basden, PAHS Class of 2019
Tonight, we celebrate the great accomplishment of graduating from 
high school.  Whether you are � rst or 50th in your family to cross this 
stage, the accomplishment is still amazing.

Together we endured the challenges and hardships high school 
brings. We grew immensely from these challenges and are all 
stronger for them. We became incredible individuals destined for 
great things.

We all know there are amazing stories of those who faced adversity 
and challenge that are hard to even consider without tears coming to 
our eyes.  Those individuals stand here tonight having overcome.  To 
these silent and unseen heroes---well done!

Tonight, I share insights to help us be successful in whatever 
challenges we next encounter.

When I think of our class, many things come to mind.  My � rst thoughts 
are that we are kind of weird and maybe a little crazy.  Thinking deep-
er, I feel we are adventurous, unique, motivated dreamers.  A great 
poet named Tupac once said, “During your life, never stop dreaming.  
No one can take away your dreams.”  

This quote truly � ts the Class of 2019.  Partly because 
half of us were often found dreaming in class, but mostly 
because we strive to be the best in whatever we do.  We 
have a variety of successes. We have competed at the 
national level in Woodworking through SkillsUSA. We 
are nationally recognized for academic achievements. 
We performed at Carnegie Hall, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Ground Zero, and the National Mall.  We won the NJROTC 
Distinguished Unit Award.  Our athletes excelled locally, 
and some will continue their athletic careers in college.  
We have many who will serve our country in the military.  
We have many pursuing their passion for Music & Arts.  
Many other unnamed achievements and dreams of our 
class are becoming reality.

There is another label that applies to us. We were the 
Infants of 2001. Born in the year of the September 11th 
attacks, a day that changed America every bit as much 
as December 7, 1941 changed America for our grand-
parents.  In this season of high school graduations, there 
are young men and women whose parents did not come 
home that night.  We salute each of them.

Every generation has challenges. War, pandemics, eco-
nomic collapse, and racial prejudice are just a few faced 
by generations past and present.  Prior generations an-
swered the challenge of war by sending young soldiers 
to jump out of planes over Normandy.  Pandemic was answered by 
scientists developing new medications.  Racial discord was answered 
by those courageous enough to ride a bus, enter an unfamiliar school, 
or pass Civil Rights legislation.

No challenge mentioned was ever solved by people who said noth-
ing can be done.  Progress was made by people who believed to their 
very core solutions were waiting to be discovered.  Martin Luther 
King Jr. never would have progressed the Civil Rights Movement if 
he failed to have a dream.  The Wright Brothers would have never 
� own had they accepted the premise if man were meant to � y, he 
would have been born with wings.  Thomas Edison never would have 
invented a working light bulb if after 5,000 attempts he said, “You 
know, I guess people are right---there is no way to create a working 
light bulb.”

For the Infants of 2001, and now the Graduates of 2019, we face 
challenges related to terrorism, climate change, discrimination, 
addiction, technology, mental health, to name a few.  With these 
challenges we can choose to believe solutions are beyond reach.  Or, 
we choose to commit ourselves to doing everything within our pow-
er to solve problems.  We were born to be the generation that solves 
problems.  We just need to believe in our abilities.

Tonight’s event changes us from the Infants of 2001 to the Graduates 
of 2019.  We must decide to live purposefully, to confront challenges 
we face.  We must decide if those challenges become excuses for 
failure, stumbling blocks that impede success.  Or, will we apply who 

we are in great, amazing and individual ways?

I am convinced we will achieve great success.  Doors are only opened 
to those prepared to walk through and go against those who say it 
can’t be done.

We part tonight, many of us seeing each other for the last time.  
We will hear of each other’s successes.  It is an honor for us to have 
associated with one another.  Winnie the Pooh said it best: “How 
lucky I am to have something that makes saying good-bye so hard.”

Lincoln High School graduates let the hats fl y after their June 20 commencement 
ceremony was completed in the Little Theater on the Peninsula College campus. 
Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD
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Port Angeles High School senior Bayley Aranda accepts a hearty congratulations from Jason Gooding, guidance 
counselor.  There was a celebratory atmosphere in the Performing Arts Center as 148 PAHS seniors were awarded a 
total of $3,636,371 in scholarships, of which $469,004 was funded by local sources.  Scholarship Awards Night is the 
culmination of a four month process, beginning with students turning in their notebooks in early February and ending 
with the publication of the scholarship information in the newspaper after graduation.  “This year we transitioned 
to digital notebooks, which was well received by both students and donors,” said Jeani Hill, guidance secretary and 
organizer of the Scholarship Awards Night event. Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD

Roosevelt fi fth graders took a science fi eld trip to Railroad Bridge Park in March. The young scientists took temperature 
readings and collected water samples from the Dungeness River, then examined the samples for insect classifi cation.  
“Insects in the water can tell us a lot about the health of the river,” said Dungeness River Center Director Powell Jones.  
Angela Mordecai-Smith’s students are (from left) Sadie Miller, Pyper Alton, Brody Pierce and Carston Seibel. Photo by 
Patsene Dashiell/PASD

Jeff erson Elementary dad Josh Powless, one of many dads in the Watch DOGS (Dads of Great Students) program, sits 
with daughter Cora and Christine Chang’s fi rst graders during lunch.  Watch DOG dads, grandpas and family friends 
have put in numerous volunteer hours as a presence in the lunch room, on the playground and in class. Counselor Vicki 
Rockholt brought the program concept with her from the Forks schools.  “My daughters love the program and wish I 
could be at their school every day,” said Powless, an offi  cer with PAPD.  “If I could tell other dads one thing, it would be to 
take the opportunity to come in at least once time.  It’s an opportunity to connect with your kids and understand what 
they’re learning about in class.” Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD

During a March assembly, Hamilton Elementary Principal Gary Pringle bestowed the Golden Shoe Award, given to the 
class that moves through the halls the quietest for that month, to Danika Johnson’s fi rst grade class, with fi rst grader 
Stephen Tjepkema checking it out!  “The Hamilton Golden Awards originated in 2001 and continue to this day,” said 
Principal Pringle.  “The purpose of the awards is to recognize entire classes for putting forth eff ort in making Hamilton a 
positive place to learn. Classes have the opportunity to win them each month.” Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD

The 21st annual School District Potlatch in 
March was a celebration of the partnership 
between the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
and the Port Angeles School District.  
PASD staff  were welcomed to the LEKT 
Center with songs performed by Dry Creek 
Elementary students and the Klallam Drum 
Group.  A salmon feast was enjoyed by all!  
Special tribute was paid to Jamie Valadez, 
PAHS instructor (shown with husband Steve 
and LEKT member Harmony Arakawa) 
who teaches Native American Studies and 
Klallam Language classes at Port Angeles 
High School.  “Before we could begin 
teaching the Klallam language at school, 
we had to get permission from our Elders 
to make it public,” explained Valadez. 
“The Native American art of storytelling is 
keeping this language and culture alive.” 
View a slide show of the Potlatch at www.
portangelesschools.org.

Roosevelt Elementary 
Teacher Kathryn Lebuis 
Hartman is the 2020 
Olympic Educational 
Service District (OESD) 
114 Regional Teacher 
of the Year fi nalist.  
Washington's Teacher 
of the Year program 
recognizes as many as 
ten regional fi nalists 
and selects one 
state Teacher of the 
Year annually. Hartman, a fourth-grade teacher, was nominated by a Roosevelt parent, 
Angela Loushin.  “Kathy Hartman is my son Jake’s fourth grade teacher this year.  The way 
she encouraged and motivated him was unbelievable,” said Loushin.  “He has had great 
teachers in the past, but Kathy made him feel comfortable enough that this year wasn’t as 
emotionally challenging as it could have been.  I’m so happy she won this well-deserved 
award.” From left are Roosevelt Principal Michelle Olsen, Vice Principal Jennifer VanDeWege, 
Kathryn Hartman and Superintendent Marty Brewer.  Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD

PAHS SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS NIGHT OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

WATCH DOGS (Dads Of Great Students) GOLDEN AWARDS

SCHOOL DISTRICT POTLATCHREGIONAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR FINALIST
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Franklin first grader Veronica Schaefermeyer (inset, with Transportation 
Director Karen Ross) took first place at the regional level in the School Bus 
Safety poster contest.  Schaefermeyer’s poster proceeds to state competition 
this summer.  Franklin Elementary students in Sarah Schaefermeyer’s first 
grade class received certificates for participation in the safety poster contest.  
This year’s theme is Red Lights Mean STOP!  All entries were displayed in the 
District’s board room during the month of May.

2019 retiring PASD staff members (from left) Mary Kay McCabe, Cookie Kalfur, Geoffrey Cobb, Stephen Pazan and Kathy Millar 
attended the retiree dinner held at The Chestnut Cottage on June 12.  Not shown: Judy Clayton, Kathy, Daugaard, Fred Gapper, 
Joseph Glatz, Cynthia Green, Susan Helkey, Warren Horsley, LoAnn Linn, Debra Pavlich-Boaz, and Garry Thompson.  The 
collective careers of these 15 individuals represent over 321 years devoted to PASD students.  “We thank these folks for their years 
of commitment and wish them well in their next endeavors,” said Superintendent Marty Brewer. Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD

Dry Creek Elementary celebrates Native American Day each school year.  Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal members share their 
culture during a rotation of activities that include Story and Art, Cedar Carving, Games, Drum and Dance, Weaving and more.  
Shown here:  Kodiak Adkins and Sorsha Wright participate in a relay race. Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD

Seventy Stevens Middle School students, along with teachers Scott Soule, Stacey Sanders, Assistant Principal Kristen Lunt and 
chaperones, took a field trip to Olympia in late February to tour the State Capitol and meet local legislators as part of a state 
history and government studies unit.  Thanks to the Port Angeles Education Foundation for funding the trip.  Photo by Patsene 
Dashiell/PASD

Safety is a top priority for Port 
Angeles School District.  To that 
purpose, controlled access has been 
added at all elementary and middle 
school buildings.  To enhance the 
controlled access, there are plans 
to install security vestibules at each 
elementary school and the middle 
school, beginning with Jefferson 
Elementary last March.  By installing 
a safety vestibule, those entering the 
building must be cleared by office 
staff before being able to proceed to 
classroom areas.  “Hoch Construction 
installed the metal framing, and our 
maintenance crew did the rest to keep 
it cost efficient,” said Nolan Duce, 
Facilities Director.  Shown here on 
drywall detail at Jefferson is Tim Smith 
of PASD maintenance crew. “Port 
Angeles School District is dedicated 
to continuing to enhance security 
measures of this nature to protect our 
most important assets — our students 
and staff,” said Superintendent Marty 
Brewer.  Photo by Nolan Duce/PASD

In preparation for the 43rd annual All City String Review, rehearsals were held in multiple locations on the PAHS campus the 
day of the concerts.  Port Angeles School District’s strings students, grades four through 12, performed together, conducted 
by Dr. James Ray, Teresa Bjornes, Amber Mattfield and Traci Tyson.  Shown here, (from left) bass players PAHS ninth grader 
Zoe Smithson, Stevens Middle School eighth grader Tom Arand, PAHS ninth grader Jenna Sanders and Stevens Middle School 
seventh grader Wyatt Leitz practice in PAHS’s main gym, Traci Tyson conducting.

PASD RETIRING STAFF SCHOOL BUS SAFETY POSTER CONTEST

NATIVE AMERICAN DAY VISITING THE STATE CAPITOL

CAPITAL PROJECTS: SAFETY VESTIBULESALL CITY STRING REVIEW
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PORT ANGELES SCHOOL DISTRICT
Vision
All PASD students will graduate prepared for 
life-long learning.

Mission
PASD creates learning communities that prepare 
each student to live, work, and learn successfully 
in a changing world.

Port Angeles School District
905 W. 9th Street, Port Angeles, WA 98363
Phone: 360-457-8575 • Fax: 360-457-4649

For school information, dates, events, forms 
and photos, check out our website at 

www.portangelesschools.org

Send inquiries to:
info@portangelesschools.org

"Like" our Facebook page

Download our PASD App

Christopher  Thomsen
PAHS, CLASS OF 1976

Tracking Student Success:

President Sandy Long, Ph.D. 
360.452.9010 / 318.294.3170
Email: slong@portangelesschools.org
Term Expires: 11/19 - Position #4

Vice President William Kindler • 360.670.9388
Email: wkindler@portangelesschools.org
Term Expires: 11/19 - Position #5

Director Joshua Jones, M.D. • 585.203.4002
Email: jjones@portangelesschools.org
Term Expires: 11/19 - Position #3
Director Cindy Kelly • 360.452.9413 / 360.460.9549
Email: ckelly@portangelesschools.org
Term Expires: 11/21 - Position #2
Director Sarah Methner • 360.460.9730
Email: smethner@portangelesschools.org
Term Expires: 11/21 - Position #1

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Port Angeles School District does not discriminate in any programs 
or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender 
expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide 
or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. The following employees have 
been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, Civil Rights Compliance 
Coordinators: Scott Harker, 216 East Fourth St. Port Angeles, 
WA 98362, (360) 457-8575, sharker@portangelesschools.org, 
and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Pam Sanford, 216 East 
Fourth St. Port Angeles, WA 98362, (360) 457-8575, psanford@
portangelesschools.org.  
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More than 40 years have passed before I was able to return 
home to Port Angeles. Once I arrived, however, it was like I 
had never left home …  well, sort of.

I graduated from Port Angeles High School in 1976. Teach-
ers like Rosemarie Chaisson, Sandy Keys, Jim Maynard, 
Larry Fox, and Steve Kennedy saw potential in me and 
encouraged me had a lasting e� ect on me. They acted 
like mentors, pushed me beyond my comfort zone and al-
lowed me to think about things I never would have imag-
ined possible.

In those days, our town was the booming timber, mill and 
� shing hub of the Paci� c Northwest. I was proud to call 
Port Angeles home. That summer I worked as a builder, a 
sawmill grunt, an ash pit cleaner at the Rayonier mill and 
� nally a longshoreman. I loved the work and working 
alongside the men of my community, but by fall I left town 
to begin the next phase of my life.

After completing college, I married a wonderful wom-
an and we raised two incredible children. We traveled 
throughout the world, lived in many di� erent places, and 
Kansas City, MO was the most recent.  A wonderful place 
to live and to raise children, but Port Angeles was calling 
me (us) home. 

In 2017 we made the decision to return to my family home 
on Black Diamond Road; however, things are never like 
you left them. The mills were gone as were many of my 
friends and co-workers. 

What has not changed, however, are some key character-
istics of our community: caring, loving and hardworking. 
This made me feel I was home again, and I was inspired to 
get involved, to give back.
School tour
Last fall I joined a tour of the high school campus that 
featured Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs.  
Led and narrated by student guides who shook our hands 
at the outset, the tour took us through classrooms such 
as automotive technology, wood shop, computer-aided 
drafting, Navy Junior ROTC, medical technology, video 
production, accounting, Microsoft training and business 
law. We were treated to lunch in the school cafeteria as we 
listened to presentations by students, teachers and CTE 
director Cindy Crumb.

This past spring, I again joined the tour and experienced 
Je� erson Elementary, again with student tour guides 
greeting us and leading the group.

In the corporate world where I work, we are al-
ways searching for the “takeaway.” From these tour 

experiences, I had several:

• The value of visiting the inside of a school during class 
and talking with students is priceless. What you see are 
the faces of people, teachers and students, up close and 
personal. What you experience is the passion of teaching 
and the energy of learning new things.

• Each student is unique and must select their own path, 
be it a college degree or vocational training that is chal-
lenging, good and right for them.

• Coming home does not mean returning to a place that is 
still the same; it means returning to a place that gave you 
something, educated and prepared you for life. It means 
sharing life’s experiences, giving back more than you took 
and e� ecting change that is good and positive. 

• Our children and our schools are everything. Without 
them we lose a sense of place, purpose and identity.

In those years since my graduation, several things have 
changed: Cars in the parking lot. Clothing and hair styles. 
Class o� erings. The maturity of the students. The teachers. 
The rules. The security.

The things that appeared to be the same were the build-
ings, parking lot, lockers … and the smells. The passion 
for teaching and learning felt the same, too. I experienced 
how much the students want to learn, especially in classes 
where they are con� dent and comfortable, with teachers 
that were dedicated to providing the best learning experi-
ence possible.

The District plans to continue o� ering school tours. This 
fall, I urge you to set aside a morning to visit the schools 
and talk with our students and teachers. You might just 
make a di� erence in someone’s life.

Christopher Thomsen currently is Owner/President of The 
ThomsenGroup Inc., a pharmacy business, design and auto-
mation/technology consulting � rm, and Partner/Vice Presi-
dent of Business Development for Capsa Healthcare, leading 
provider of automation/technology, medication manage-
ment systems, mobile computing carts and medical cart 
platforms for healthcare facilities.

Christopher Thomsen takes a math quiz with assistance from sixth 
graders Lexie Smith and Ivy Rachal, tour guides for the spring 
school tour of Jeff erson Elementary School. Photo by Patsene 
Dashiell/PASD

A Message from School Board
President Dr. Sandy Long

Our Board, comprised of � ve elected directors and two non- voting 
student representatives, has worked very hard this year.  We are 
passionate about our work and take pride in the many 
accomplishments of our students.  The District is moving ahead in a 
very positive direction.  We invite each of you to � nd a way to interact 
with the District — whether you attend a board meeting, take in a 
school music concert or drama presentation, or come along on a school 
tour — we want you to know us, your community’s schools.

We hope you enjoy the summer break and look forward to seeing you in the fall.

Port Angeles School Board members are (from left) Cindy Kelly, Bill Kindler, Dr. Sandy Long, Dr. Joshua Jones, 
Superintendent Marty Brewer and Sarah Methner. (Photo by Patsene Dashiell/PASD)

The fall school tour, co-sponsored by Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce, will be 
Friday, October 4 and features Stevens Middle School. Tour begins at the Lincoln 

Center at 9:30 a.m. and includes a school bus ride and complimentary lunch.  
Call 360.457.8575 for more information and to reserve a spot on the tour.

IMPORTANT DATES:
August 17 - Back to School Event at Je� erson Gym from 10 AM – 1 PM
September 3 – First Day of School for Grades 1 – 12
September 6 – First Day of Kindergarten

Friday, October 4 and features Stevens Middle School. Tour begins at the Lincoln 
Center at 9:30 a.m. and includes a school bus ride and complimentary lunch.  Center at 9:30 a.m. and includes a school bus ride and complimentary lunch.  


